AR LANRONAT MOITES

3o 1d- 103,

RalT, 5. K. & & Paucean §1990% Feeding rhathm in the
sarden slug Loevicawliy afie [Sobsolifera:
Yemmcellidae), Malecol, Rev. 23 39-44.

Supsa Rao, MY, S0 M, 3. Baroa & 5K, BalT
{1989 Food preference, proweh rate and fecundity of

the parden 3ipg faevicaolis afte. Cavirue, & Ecod. 7,
211-214.

Tioorc, LW (L4989 Anootated sod Slwstrated prelion ey
listof the Veronicellidae (Mollusca: Gasrapodainf the
Aanilles, and Central and Morth Amenca, J Med &
Appl. Malecol, {0 1 1-25.

28, DBSERVATIONS ON THE FEEDING HABITS OF SOLIFUGAE (ARACHMDA:
SOLIFUGARE) TN SEMARSOT SANCTUARY (ME), INDIA

(On May 22, 1997 1 came across about 290
solitupes, As they were constantly in moton, a
precize count was dillicull, These solifuges were
phserved on the border of the Semarsot Sanctuary.
They appeared to be hunting for arthrepods under
a streel lamp. e size of the smaller selifuges
was abour 1 em whilc a Targer individual was
aver 4 cm long.

Chie of the small solifuges was trying to
tcar open the abdomen of a dead mnoth with the
help of its prominent chelicerae. While il was
teeding, all its legs were on the geonnd and ts
pedipalps were up int the air. The distal tip of 1ts
abdomen was raised upwards and the “head”
region was touching the pround. The solituge
appeared to he feeding very vigorously.

The solifugrs arc known to be very aclive
runners and also rapid comsumens of food, which
includes many inseécts such as termites, Tn
capivity, they accept and relish crickets. Prey is
caught with a swift snap of their cnormous

chelicerae and the vigerous maslivation of feod
is very characteristic of the solifuges. The two
scizsor-like chelicerae are anormaus and project
in {Tonl of the prosoma. These chelicerac are
exltemely heavy and are as long as the prosoms
in any solifupes. It is probably wue 10 300 thar
Solifupae have the most powerful pair of jaws in
the animal world {Savory, 17T

As 1 had ne intention of collecting and
preserving them, I quickly noted down some im-
pormant features that arc uscul in at leas) deciding
the genus. Az the tursus ol the palp appeared
narrow at its base and articulated freely with the
tibia, these solifuges could be placed im the family
Galeodidae, In India, this family is represented by
a single petas Craleodes (Pocnck, 19000,
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Pocock, BUL (1900 The Fawne of British Indias wal.
Arachnida. Taylar and Frances. Londnn.

Savoey T C1977E Arachmda. Acadamic Press, London
Ind Edr.

29, RESURRECTIOMN OF BIAPERTURA KWANGATENSIS (CHIANG 1963 FROM
BIAFERTURA KARUA (KING 1853) {CRUSTACEA: CLADOCERA)

fMEEN bowr text-figures and one ploie)

The penus Higpertug is a relatively smull
one lnown so {ar by five species, of which 5.
affinis (Leydig 1860), B karna (King 1553) and

K. verruensa {5ars 190H ] have heen reported oo
Indis, Among these 8, karwa is commonly
distributed between 407 % lac and 40° 5 lai

JEAMNAL, SCEMIAY NATUVRAL SISTORY SOHCIETY, 9addy, ALNG f0ey 347



